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Posidonia oceanica has been part of our World 
Heritage since 1999: 

lt keeps the water crystal clear. 

lt forms a spawning ground, nursery and habitat for many 
species. 

lt protects the sand on our beaches. 

lt reduces coastal erosion. 
The Posidonia meadows are an essential source of oxygen for 
the planet and its protection is vital in our bid to reduce the 

effects of climate change. 

Besides, Posidonia is classified under the Habitats Directive of 
the European Union as a "priority habitat". 
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Posidonia oceanica is the longest-living species in the biosphere 
Researchers at the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) found a clone of 
Posidonia oceanica, an endangered native marine species of the 
Mediterranean, in the Pityuses area that was 100,000 years old. These results 
make the species the longest living in the biosphere. 

Posidonia, the key to resisting climate change 
An international team that includes the Spanish National Research Council 
(CSIC) discovered that the underwater meadows can store twice as much 
carbon as the planet's forests: On average. a tropical forest stores around 300 
tons per hectare, while the Posidonia oceanica around our coasts can trap up 
to 830 tons of carbon in a hectare of soil, which means that they are essential 
deposits of organic carbon for the planet, the result of accumulation during 
thousands of years. 
The meadows of Posidonia oceanica in the Pityuses is the place where the 
scientists of the CSIC have found the greatest concentration of carbon. They 
warn that "it is essential to preserve and restare these underwater meadows 
to maintain their capacity as a sink for C02". 



- 
© Fernando Estarellas Calderon. First prize in the photographic competition "Uve tlie Posidonia" 2020 



Posidonia protects the seabed 
The meadows perform many functions, but that of fixing the seabed, 
absorbing the undertow and wave motion is one of the most important. They 
also protect the coastline from erosion. 

Posidonia protects the beaches 
One common feature of Mediterranean coastlines is the remains of Posidonia 
oceanica that build up just above the tide mark. The material builds up during 
the winter and provides an essential environmental benefit. lt ensures the 
protection and regeneration of the beach sand and the coastline. 

Posidonia protects sea life 
The Mediterranean is a vital environment for biodiversity, with many different 
species, including sea turtles. The new nests that have been made 
sporadically in Ibiza are a remarkable event and local bodies, such as CREM, 
among others, are working to rescue and protect the turtles to ensure their 
survival. 
The marine department of GEN-GOB has also been studying the 
environmental quality of the Posidonia on the beaches of the Pityusic islands 
with the Tursiops Association, which was founded with the aim of contributing 
to the conservation and protection of cetaceans in Balearic waters and has 
made studies proving that there is a consolidated colony of dolphins in the 
Pityusic islands and that the Posidonia meadows provide a perfect habitat for 
many of the species that they feed on. 





More information: 
https://www.asociaciontursiops.org https://www.elsnostresdofins.com/ 

Use this bidi code to listen to the dolphins 11 [!l .. 
The organizations involved in protecting the sea and the habitat of Posidonia 
includes the Ibiza Fishing Fleet, which is a pioneer in defending the sustain 
ability of the Mediterranean. The professional fishing sector in Ibiza strives to 
maintain the islands traditions and culture, to maintain the fishing industry 
there through sustainability criteria to prevent the overfishing of the sea's 
resources. 

Posidonia protects you 
Just like our terrestrial forests, the meadows of Posidonia can trap and 
sequester a significant amount of atmospheric C02, helping to reduce the 
amount of this greenhouse gas and to regulate the planet's climate, according 
to the lnternational Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 
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Uve the Posidonia (2017-2018) 
In 2017, Ibiza Town Council organised the first edition of 'Live the Posidonia', a 
programme of activities organised with the aim of raising awareness of the 
importance of the Posidonia oceanica meadows, which form part of the 
declaration of Ibiza as a World Heritage Site. 
In 2017, this programme received the international 'Alimara' prize in the 
responsible and sustainable tourism category, awarded by the Campus de 
Turismo, Hostelería y Gastronomía CETT-UB, with the support of Salón de 
Turismo B-Travel. Rafa Ruiz, the mayor of Ibiza, collected the award in the 34th 
Gala Awards Ceremony in recognition of the 14 best national and international 
tourism campaigns. 
The second edition, held from July to September 2018, extended the activity 
programme and in 2019 it was extended again, to December 4th, which was the 
20th anniversary of the declaration of the meadows as a World Heritage Site. 
The fourth edition of the programme, in 2020, documented the flowering of the 
Posidonia; presented the first "Live the Posidonia" photographic competition and 
included educational and awareness-raising activities. 
The fifth edition of the programme, held in 2021, identified sustainability, 
protection of biodiversity and awareness of the importance of protecting 
Posidonia from climate change as the main challenges ahead. 

NATURE 

'Live the Posidonia' offers dives to the Posidonia area to capture images of this 
timeless plant, as well as kayak visits and paddle surf activities at the beaches 
of Ses Figueretes, Talamanca and Platja d'en Bossa. AII these activities are free 
and fully respect the protocols and security measures established to deal with 
Covid-19. This year will see the addition of new ecotourism activities. 



EDUCATION 

The Environmental department has prepared new educational and awareness 
activities in collaboration with local groups and the professional sector. 

ART 

The Posidonia is also hailed as part of the natural and cultural heritage of Ibiza 
through the work of the jewellers Elisa Pomar and Enric Majoral. From their 
workshops in the La Marina and Vara de Rey, they also take part in the 
programme via collections in which they reveal their own artistic interpretation 
of the seabed and perception of the Posidonia as a jewel that we must all 
conserve. 

GASTRONOMY 

Posidonia is also at the heart of the tribute paid by local restaurants, which will 
offer a variety of dishes for everyone in order to raise awareness of the unique 
ecosystem that is the Posidonia, home to a wide variety of species. The fishing 
sector of Ibiza and the brand guarantee 'Peix Nostrum', which works to highlight 
the quality of the island's fish, are also joining this initiative. 

POSIDONIA AWARDS 

Take part in the competitions 'Live the Posidonia' on the social media pages of 
Ibiza Tourism and win prizes like lunches and dinners in restaurants taking 
part in the campaign, hotel stays and jewels in honour of this long-established 
plant, along with t-shirts and face masks. Take part in the photography 
competition or take part in the quiz to win a Posidonia Award. 
Read the terms and conditions of the competition at https://turismo.eivissa.es/ 
Ibiza Tourism I Tel: 971 399 232 1 Mail: informacioturistica@eivissa.es 
Take part on social media: 
Facebook: https://www .facebook.com/TurismeEivissalbiza/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Eivissalbiza 
lnstagram: https://www.instagram.com/turismeeivissaibiza/ 


